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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking Regarding Policies, Rulemaking 06-03-004
Procedures and Rules for the California Solar Initiative, (Filed March 2, 2006)
the Self-Generation Incentive Program and Other
Distributed Generation Issues.

COMMENTS OF THE SOLAR ALLIANCE, THE CALIFORNIA SOLAR ENERGY
INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION, AND THE VOTE SOLAR INITIATIVE ON THE
PROPOSED OPINION MODIFYING DECISION 06-08-028 REGARDING
INDEPENDENT PERFORMANCE MONITORING AND REPORTING
REQUIREMENTS

Pursuant to Rule 14.3 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the
California Solar Energy Industries Association (CAL SEIA), the Vote Solar Initiative, and the
Solar Alliance (hereinafter, the Joint Solar Parties) respectfully submit these comments on the
proposed decision of President Peevey entitled Opinion Modifying Decision 06-08-028
regarding the Independent Monitoring and Reporting Requirements, dated December 19, 2007

(Proposed Decision).'

The Joint Solar Parties appreciate this opportunity to comment on the Proposed
Decision and submit these comments for consideration. The Joint Solar Parties strongly support
the Proposed Decision’s removal of the “independence” requirement which, prior to this order,
precluded entities affiliated with a CSI incentive recipient, solar installers, or solar manufacturers

from providing the Performance Monitoring and Reporting Service (PMRS) required under the

" CAL SEIA and the Vote Solar Initiative have given permission to the Solar Alliance’s counsel to sign
this document on their behalf.



California Solar Initiative (CSI) Program. With the formulation of rigorous data quality
standards under the third party Performance Data Provider (PDP) proposal contained in the PD,
the independence requirement is unnecessary. Accordingly, the Joint Solar Parties strongly
support the Proposed Decision and request the Commission approve the Proposed Decision as

soon as possible.

I. DISCUSSION

As the Joint Solar Parties stated in previous filings, the independence requirement
for PMRS services was restrictive and had the effect of limiting competition among PMRS
providers and increasing project costs. The Joint Solar Parties strongly support the proposal to
replace the independence requirement with a PDP qualification process which will allow third-
party PDPs to provide data from PBI customer meters to CSI Program Administrators. Detailed
standards and protocols for collecting and reporting solar production data from solar system
owners to CSI Program Administrators for purposes of calculating performance incentive
payments will ensure data quality and, thereby, make the blanket independence requirement
unnecessary. The framework also avoids the negative aspects of the independence requirement

while protecting data quality.

The Joint Solar Parties recognize that the initial proposal will be refined and
improved through a public workshop process. The Joint Solar Parties look forward to
participating in the upcoming workshop to finalize the PDP proposal to ensure optimal data
integrity, increase competition, and reduce costs for these services. We are also hopeful that, as
the PDP proposal is developed, all parties will maintain the intended spirit of reducing
complexity and costs. A well designed PDP qualification process will allow for the PMRS

market to develop by allowing customers to choose their PMRS provider from a larger pool of



qualified entities, thereby, reducing costs to customers while ensuring data integrity through

rigorous standards.

II. CONCLUSION

The Joint Solar Parties appreciate the opportunity to submit these comments on
the Proposed Decision. The Joint Solar Parties strongly support the Proposed Decision and

request that the Commission approve the PD as soon as possible.

Respectfully submitted this January 8, 2008 at San Francisco, California.

GOODIN, MACBRIDE, SQUERI,

DAY & LAMPREY, LLP

Michael B. Day

Joseph F. Wiedman

505 Sansome Street, Suite 900

San Francisco, California 94111
Telephone: (415) 392-7900
Facsimile: (415) 398-4321

Email: mday@goodinmacbride.com
Email: jwiedman@goodinmacbride.com

By __ /s/Joseph F. Wiedman

Joseph F. Wiedman

Attorneys for the Solar Alliance
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